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PM1-1 Comment noted.  Compensation for landowners that would be affected by 

the Atlantic Sunrise Project (Project) and use of eminent domain are 

discussed in section 4.8.2 of the environmental impact statement (EIS).  The 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) is not 
involved in easement negotiations between a pipeline company and the 

landowner, nor would FERC be involved in eminent domain proceedings.  A 

landowner is free to negotiate the terms of an easement agreement with the 
pipeline company.  However, if such negotiations fail and the Project is 

authorized by the Commission, compensation would be determined by a 

court of law in eminent domain proceedings.  The Commission considers the 

applicant’s use of eminent domain in its decision on natural gas projects. 

Regarding the potential for overseas exportation of natural gas associated 
with the Project, the Project does not involve the export of liquefied natural 

gas (LNG).  Any export facility must receive FERC’s approval and the 

export of LNG must be approved by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE).  
Any existing export facility has been, and any proposed export facility 

would have to be, reviewed by FERC and the DOE prior to it being 

approved to export LNG.  These reviews would have evaluated the potential 
impacts of the LNG project including, in FERC’s case, the liquefaction and 

shipping of LNG and, in the DOE’s case, the actual export of LNG to 

foreign markets.  As such, any actions or consequences associated with the 
subsequent liquefaction and export of the gas transported by the Project 

from an LNG export facility in the United States has been contemplated. 

PM1-2 Comment noted.  The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Pipeline 

and Hazardous Materials and Safety Administration (PHMSA) administers 

the national regulatory program to ensure the safe transportation of natural 
gas and other hazardous materials by pipeline, including qualification of 

pipe and pipe specifications, regardless of country of origin.  A description 

of the estimated construction workforce is provided in section 4.9.1 of the 
EIS. 

PM1-3 Comment noted. 

PM1-4 Comment noted.  Renewable energy sources are, and we expect will 

continue to be, important in helping to diversify the electricity market and 
decrease the need for traditional fossil fuel energy sources, but we do not 

find that these energy sources preclude the need for additional natural gas 

delivery points or long-term supply.  Because the purpose of the Project is to 
transport natural gas, and the generation of electricity from renewable 

energy sources is not a transportation alternative, renewable energy sources 

are not considered or evaluated further in this analysis. 
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PM1-5 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also see 

the response to comment PM1-1. 

PM1-6 Cumulative impacts are evaluated in section 4.13 of the EIS.  As discussed 

in that section, we considered the cumulative impacts of the Atlantic Sunrise 

Project using an approach consistent with the methodology set forth in 
relevant guidance (Council on Environmental Quality [CEQ], 1997b, 2005; 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency [EPA], 1999).  CEQ defines 

“cumulative impact” as “the impact on the environment which results from 

the incremental impact of the action [being studied] when added to other 

past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions....”  The requirement 
that an impact must be “reasonably foreseeable” to be considered in a 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis applies to both indirect 

and cumulative impacts.  The “determination of the extent and effect of 
[cumulative impacts], and particularly identification of the geographic area 

within which they may occur, is a task assigned to the special competency of 

the appropriate agencies.”  CEQ has explained that “it is not practical to 
analyze the cumulative effects of an action on the universe; the list of 

environmental effects must focus on those that are truly meaningful.”  

Further, a cumulative impact analysis need only include “such information 
as appears to be reasonably necessary under the circumstances for evaluation 

of the project rather than to be so all-encompassing in scope that the task of 

preparing it would become either fruitless or well-nigh impossible.”  An 

agency’s analysis should be proportional to the magnitude of the 

environmental impacts of a proposed action; actions that will have no 

significant direct and indirect impacts usually require only a limited 
cumulative impacts analysis.  Consistent with CEQ guidance, in order to 

determine the scope of a cumulative impacts analysis for each project, 

Commission staff established a “region of influence” or geographic scope in 
which various resources may be affected by a proposed project and other 

past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions.  We considered the 

Atlantic Sunrise Project and other past, present, or reasonably foreseeable 
future projects or actions within the geographic scope of cumulative impacts 

for the Atlantic Sunrise Project.  Also see the responses to comments 

PM1-24, PM1-36, and PM1-74. 

PM1-7 See the response to comment PM1-6. 

PM1-8 Comment noted.  The referenced project is not the subject of this certificate 

application. 
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PM1-9 There is no set definition or threshold for "significant impact."  CEQ requires 

consideration of both the context and the intensity of an impact, which means 
that significance varies with the setting of any proposed action as well as the 

severity of the impact (Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1508.27 [40 

CFR 1508.27]).  Therefore, it is possible that an action could have a 
significant impact on a specific site, or present itself as significant to a 

particular person, but not be considered a significant impact on the overall 

environment.  In addition, the significance of an impact can be reduced to less 
than significant levels through implementation of mitigation measures 

designed to reduce the severity of the impact. 

The EIS does not state that there would be no environmental impacts or no 
significant environmental impacts associated with the Project.  It indicates that 

adverse impacts would occur during both construction and operation of the 

Project, but that these impacts would be reduced to less than significant levels 
given applicable laws and regulations, the mitigating measures discussed in 

the EIS, and our recommendations. 

PM1-10 See the revised text in section 3.3.2 of the EIS.  Our evaluation of the number 

of residences in close proximity was not based on the potential impact radius, 

but rather a distance where noise, dust, and access could impact residences 
during construction activities.  
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PM1-11 Comment noted.  As discussed in section 4.12.1 of the EIS, the potential 

impact radius (in feet) is determined by taking the square root of the 
pressure (if pressure is 100 pounds per square inch, the square root is 10), 

multiplying by the diameter (inches), and then multiplying by 0.69.  The 

calculated impact radius for the pipelines would be: 

 Central Penn Line (CPL) North – 796 feet; 

 CPL South – 1,115 feet; 

 Chapman Loop – 860 feet; 

 Unity Loop – 1,004 feet; and 

 Mainline A and B replacements – 585 feet. 

PM1-12 See the response to comment PM1-10.  An evaluation of the Conestoga 
Alternative Route is provided in section 3.3.2 of the EIS. 
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PM1-13 Comment noted.  As stated in section 4.12.1 of the EIS, Transcontinental Gas 

Pipe Line Company, LLC (Transco) would design, construct, operate, and 

maintain the pipeline in accordance with or in exceedance of the DOT’s 

Minimum Safety Standards in 49 CFR 192, and would address integrity 
management for high consequence areas (HCA) as required by 49 CFR 

192.911. 
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PM1-14 Comment noted. 
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PM1-15 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-13. 
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PM1-16 Comment noted. 

 

 
PM1-17 Transco would implement the best management practices (BMP) contained in 

its Environmental Construction Plan (ECP) to minimize erosion and 
sedimentation.  In addition, Transco would obtain Chapter 102 and 105 

permits from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

(PADEP), which would include requirements to prevent erosion and minimize 
impacts on waterbodies.  We believe these measures would minimize impacts 

from soil erosion and sedimentation. 
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PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 
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PM1-18 Transco’s Agricultural Construction and Monitoring Plan (Agricultural 

Plan) for the Project specifies vegetation maintenance activities to meet the 

operational needs of organic farms and to address the specific concerns and 
needs of organic farms by incorporating measures designed to protect their 

specific certification requirements.  The Agricultural Plan is included as 

attachment 6 of Transco's ECP, which can be viewed on the FERC website 
at http://www.ferc.gov (using the “eLibrary” link under Documents & 

Filings, select “Advanced Search” from the eLibrary menu and enter 

20150331-5153 in the “Numbers:  Accession Number” field).  However, 
section 4.8.4.2 has been updated to include a recommendation that Transco 

file with the Secretary of the Commission (Secretary) an organic 

certification mitigation plan developed in consultation with Pennsylvania 
Certified Organic to ensure organic certification is maintained on the organic 

farms crossed by the Project.  The plan would include specific mitigation 

measures to be implemented to maintain certification during and after 
construction of the Project and a plan for addressing complaints from 

landowners regarding loss of certification during and after construction, 

including measures to facilitate reinstatement of certification or to 
compensate the landowner if certification is lost or canceled. 

 

 

  

http://www.ferc.gov/
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PM1-19 See the response to comment PM1-18. 
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PM1-20 Visual impacts associated with pipeline construction in agricultural and open 

areas would be temporary.  Section 4.8.8 of the EIS describes potential 
impacts on visual resources and measures to mitigate these effects. 
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PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-21 An evaluation of the Western CPL South Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 is provided 

in section 3.3.1 of the EIS.  An evaluation of the Conestoga Alternative Route 

is provided in section 3.3.2 of the EIS.  See the response to comment PM1-10 

regarding residences along the alternatives evaluated and the response to 
comment PM1-17 regarding soil erosion and sedimentation. 
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PM1-22 Our assessment of the potential effects of the Project is described in section 4 

of the EIS.  We require that all filings by the company be signed by an official 
representative of the company.  With this signature, the representative is 

certifying that they have read the contents of the filing and that the contents of 

the filing are true to the best of their knowledge and belief.  Complaints 
regarding Williams/Transco's treatment of stakeholders can be referred to the 

Commission's Dispute Resolution Division.  This Division works to promote 

the timely and high quality resolution of disputes through consensus decision-
making processes such as mediation.  Stakeholders who feel they have not 

been fairly treated by Williams/Transco are encouraged to use this service but 
also have the right to pursue other means of resolution including the courts. 

 

 

 
PM1-23 As described in section 4.9.1 of the EIS, Transco anticipates that about 

25 percent of the construction workers would be local hires (534 to 

623 individuals in Pennsylvania, 36 to 128 individuals per county). 
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PM1-24 As discussed in section 4.13.2 of the EIS, the production and gathering 

activities, and the pipelines and facilities used for these activities, are not 

regulated by FERC but are overseen by the affected region’s state and local 

agencies with jurisdiction over the management and extraction of the 
Marcellus Shale gas resource.  FERC’s jurisdiction is restricted to facilities 

used for the transportation of natural gas in interstate commerce.  As such, 

fracking and Marcellus shale development are not evaluated in this EIS except 

to the extent that they may occur within the region of influence or geographic 

scope evaluated in our cumulative impact analysis in section 4.13 of the EIS. 

PM1-25 Comment noted.  As stated in section 4.12.1 of the EIS, Transco would 
design, construct, operate, and maintain the pipeline in accordance with or in 

exceedance of the DOT's Minimum Safety Standards in 49 CFR 192. 

 

PM1-26 Comment noted.  Blasting is described in section 4.1.3 of the EIS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-27 As noted in table 4.3.2-7 of the EIS, an estimated 513,076 gallons of water 

from the Conestoga River would be used for the hydrostatic testing of the 
Conestoga River crossing.  An additional 275,565 gallons of water would be 

used for creating the drilling mud used for the horizontal directional drill 

(HDD).  Water used for hydrostatic testing would be discharged into well-
vegetated upland locations or into receiving waters using energy dissipation 

devices.  Transco does not plan to add any chemicals or biocides to the test 

water.  Drilling mud returns would be circulated through mud pits to remove 
the drill cuttings, and the bentonite would be recycled for use as the drilling 

operation continues. 
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PM1-28 Comment noted. 
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PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-29 An evaluation of system alternatives is provided in section 3.2 of the EIS. 
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PM1-30 Table 4.10.2-1 of the EIS has been revised to include the results of the most 

recent cultural resource surveys for the Project.  Field inventory was directed 

by a professional archaeologist meeting federal and state standards.  The field 

survey and results are documented in technical reports that comply with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and 

Historic Preservation (48 CFR 44716) and the Pennsylvania State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO) guidelines for archaeological survey and 
reporting.  The Pennsylvania SHPO has reviewed the technical reports 

prepared to date and concurred with the findings and recommendations.  

Transco prepared an Unanticipated Discovery Plan to establish a protocol in 
the event that unanticipated cultural resources or human remains are identified 

during construction. 
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PM1-31 See the response to comment PM1-23.  Impacts on local housing are 

described in section 4.9.2 of the EIS. 
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PM1-32 LNG export is not the subject of this EIS.  With respect to LNG projects, 

FERC conducts NEPA reviews and is responsible for authorizing the siting 

and construction of onshore and nearshore LNG import or export facilities 
under section 3 of the Natural Gas Act (NGA).  The DOE issues the public 

interest determination for LNG export projects.  While not required under 

NEPA, the DOE has also taken steps to consider the upstream effects of 
producing natural gas for export and the lifecycle effects of LNG exports.  

The U.S. government also retains the right to rescind export permits in the 

event that market conditions or other factors render them no longer in the 
national interest.  
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PM1-33 See the response to comment PM1-1. 
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PM1-34 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-35 See the response to comment PM1-22.  
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PM1-36 Section 4.13.8.10 of the EIS has been revised to include a more 
detailed discussion of the potential cumulative effects of methane 

emissions on the climate. 

PM1-37 Comment noted. 
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PM1-38 Comment noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-39 See the response to comment PM1-13. 
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PM1-40 As discussed in section 4.13.2 of the EIS, the production and gathering 

activities, and the pipelines and facilities used for these activities, are not 

regulated by FERC but are overseen by the affected region’s state and local 

agencies with jurisdiction over the management and extraction of the 
Marcellus Shale gas resource.  Also see the response to comment PM1-24. 

PM1-41 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-8. 

 

 

PM1-42 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-43 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-9. 
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PM1-44 Comment noted.  NEPA encourages all interested parties to submit 

comments.  Every substantive comment and suggestion has value, whether 
expressed by one respondent or many.  However, one of the main objectives 

of NEPA is to disclose and assess a proposed project’s impacts on the 

natural and human environment; it is not a mechanism by which to tally 
votes either for or against a project. 
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PM1-45 The study assumes 25 percent of the workforce will be hired locally; see 

also the response to comment PM1-23. 
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PM1-46 Comment noted.  The FERC Commission is composed of up to five 

commissioners who are appointed by the President of the United States with 

the advice and consent of the Senate.  FERC is a bipartisan body and no 
more than three commissioners may be of the same political party.  

Commissioners serve 5-year terms, and have an equal vote on regulatory 

matters.  Currently there are two vacancies on the Commission and the 
current Commission includes three individuals with affiliations with the 

Democratic Party.  FERC's responsibilities include among other things the 

regulation of transmission and sale of natural gas for resale in interstate 

commerce; deciding whether to approve or deny approval of the siting and 

abandonment of interstate natural gas pipelines and storage facilities; 
enforcing FERC regulatory requirements through imposition of civil 

penalties and other means; and overseeing environmental matters related to 

natural gas projects and other matters.  The Commission acts on individual 
applications filed by entities proposing to construct interstate natural gas 

pipelines.  Under section 7 of the NGA, the Commission is obligated to 

authorize a project if it finds that the construction and operation of the 
proposed facilities “is or will be required by the present or future public 

convenience and necessity."  Many of the projects brought before FERC for 

consideration are never built.  Many never even reach the draft or final EIS 
stage.  FERC has denied approval of a small number of projects, others have 

been abandoned because the proponent is unable to demonstrate the need or 

market support for the project, and still others cease to be proposed when the 

applicant cannot demonstrate sufficient avoidance or minimization measures 

to meet agency requirements. 

PM1-47 Comment noted. 
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PM1-48 Comment noted. 
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PM1-49 Comment noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-50 PHMSA administers the national regulatory program to ensure the safe 

transportation of natural gas and other hazardous materials by pipeline, 

including qualification of pipe and pipe specifications.  A description of 
odorization is provided in section 4.12 of the EIS. 
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PM1-51 Transco’s stated purpose and need for the Project is described in section 1.1 

of the EIS.  As described in that section, Transco has executed long-term, 

binding precedent agreements with nine shippers for the entire proposed 

1.7 million dekatherms per day (MMDth/d), or about 1.65 billion cubic feet 
per day, of additional firm transportation capacity the Project would provide.  

We evaluated other system alternatives that could potentially satisfy 

Transco’s stated purposed and need in section 3.2 of the EIS.  Our review is 

ongoing, and the Commission has not approved the Project.  Following the 

completion of the final EIS, the Commission will complete its review 

concerning the need for the Project and will grant a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (Certificate) if it finds that the evidence 

produced on financing, rates, market demand, gas supply, existing facilities 

and service, environmental impacts, long-term feasibility, and other issues 
demonstrates that the Project is required by the public convenience and 

necessity. 

PM1-52 Comment noted. 
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PM1-53 Comment noted.  FERC's responsibilities do not include the siting or 

approval of renewable energy projects.  However, FERC recognizes that 

renewable energy is an important and growing source of energy in the 

United States.  Also see the response to comment PM1-24. 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-54 Comment noted. 

 

 

PM1-55 Comment noted.  Mitigation measures to protect surface waters, agricultural 

areas, and preserved farms are described in sections 4.3.2.6, 4.8.4, and 

4.8.6.2 of the EIS. 
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PM1-56 See the response to comment PM1-50. 

PM1-57 See the response to comment PM1-23. 

 

PM1-58 See the response to comment PM1-32. 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-59 Comment noted. 
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PM1-60 Transco would implement measures to mitigate soil loss and erosion as described 

in section 4.2.2 of the EIS; Transco's Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and 

Maintenance Plan (Plan) and Wetland and Waterbody Construction and 

Mitigation Procedures (Procedures) (see appendix E of the EIS); and Transco's 
ECP (including its Agricultural Plan).  Measures would include, but not be limited 

to, inspecting and maintaining temporary erosion control measures on at least a 

daily basis in areas of active construction or equipment operation, on a weekly 
basis in areas with no construction or equipment operation, and within 24 hours of 

each 0.5-inch rainfall event.  Soils disturbed by the Project would be revegetated in 

accordance with Transco’s Plan and Agricultural Plan or as specified by 
landowners.  Where necessary, erosion control fabric or matting would be used on 

steep slopes to minimize erosion and ensure that soils successfully revegetate.  

After construction, Transco would monitor all disturbed areas for a minimum of 
two growing seasons after construction to evaluate revegetation success.  Areas 

that have not revegetated successfully would be corrected to ensure the right-of-

way conditions are similar to the surrounding undisturbed areas.  Additional 
measures to mitigate soil loss and erosion and to protect sensitive resources (such 

as wetlands and waterbodies) are described in sections 4.2.2, 4.3.2.6, and 4.4.4 of 

the EIS, Transco's Plan and Procedures, and Transco's Agricultural Plan. 

PM1-61 As stated in section 4.8.3.1 of the EIS, Transco would continue to consult with 

landowners to identify and avoid septic systems on properties crossed by the 

pipelines.  If an existing septic system is affected during construction, Transco 
would compensate the landowner for its repair, replacement, or relocation. 

PM1-62 Comment noted. 
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PM1-63 See the response to comment PM1-13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-64 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also see 

the response to comment PM1-1. 
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PM1-65 To minimize potential impacts on waterbodies, Transco would complete all 

waterbody crossings in accordance with its ECP and Plan and Procedures.  

Transco is proposing to cross Tucquan Creek using the dam-and-pump 

crossing method as described in section 4.8.6.3 of the EIS.  Section 2.3.2.2 
of the EIS provides a description of the dam-and-pump crossing method and 

the sediment and erosion control measures Transco would implement during 

and after construction.  We conclude that the impacts of the Project on 

Tucquan Creek would be adequately mitigated through use of the dry 

crossing method and implementation of the measures included its ECP, Plan 

and Procedures, and required permits and authorizations. 

PM1-66 Comment noted. 
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PM1-67 While some of the natural gas that would be transported by the Project may be 

used for electric energy generation, there are other uses for natural gas, such 
as heating, cooking, feedstock, and transportation fuels.  An evaluation of the 

Transco System Alternative is provided in section 3.2.3 of the EIS. 
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PM1-68 Comment noted. 
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PM1-69 See the response to comment PM1-13. 

PM1-70 In most instances where additional information was requested prior to the 

end of the comment period, we were able to make a conclusion on the 

significance of an impact with the information available at the time the draft 
EIS was published.  The recommendation that additional information be 

provided for the final EIS was in an effort to reduce the significance of the 

impact, not to introduce new, previously undisclosed impacts.  The 
information we required Transco to provide prior to the end of the comment 

period (including survey results and mitigation measures for endangered and 

special status species, site-specific residential construction plans, and site-
specific crossing plans for recreation areas) was put into the public record at 

the time it was filed and, therefore, was available for the public to review 

and comment on before the final EIS was issued (i.e., the final EIS is not the 
first time the public has access to this information).  Of the 59 recommenda-

tions in section 5.2 of the draft EIS, 40 related to measures recommended as 

conditions to any Order to ensure the effectiveness of Transco's mitigation 
and compliance with FERC's criterion, resulting in the impacts identified.  In 

addition, the EIS is a summary document intended to disclose the potential 

impacts of a proposed action.  The document incorporates by reference all of 
the material filed in support of the permits and other regulatory clearances 

required to construct the facilities, should the Commission issue a Certificate 

for the Project.  As such, the presentation of potential impacts provided in 
the EIS is sufficient for the public and decision makers to assess the 

potential impacts of the Project.  Also, FERC accepts comments on its final 

EISs and addresses those comments in its decision on whether to approve or 
deny a project.  For these reasons, we believe the analysis in the draft EIS 

and the revised analysis in the final EIS is appropriate. 
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PM1-71 Transco would complete all waterbody and wetland crossings in accordance 

with Transco's ECP and Plan and Procedures, which include industry-proven 

BMPs for erosion and sediment control.  Section 4.3.2.6 of the EIS describes 

surface water impacts and mitigation including increased runoff and the rate 
of in-stream sediment loading.  Environmental inspectors would be on site 

during construction to ensure that the Project is being constructed in 

compliance with mitigation measures and regulatory requirements.  
Additionally, Transco has committed to funding a FERC third-party 

compliance monitoring program during the construction phase of the 

Project.  We believe the minimization measures included throughout the EIS 
would effectively mitigate the impacts of the Project on water quality, 

forested areas, and other environmental resources.  Also see the response to 

comment PM1-60. 

PM1-72 Karst and subsidence are addressed in section 4.1.5.6 of the EIS.  

 

PM1-73 See the response to comment PM1-6. 

 

PM1-74 As detailed in section 4.11.1.1 of the EIS, we acknowledge that methane is a 

more potent greenhouse gas (GHG) than carbon dioxide (CO2).  We use a 
global warming potential (GWP) for methane of 25, which is based on a 

100-year timescale.  We believe that using this GWP is appropriate for 

analyzing the GHG emissions from the Project because it is the GWP and 
timescale commonly used in the United States and allows the Project 

emissions to be compared to other sources regulated under the Clean Air 

Act.  Also see the response to comment PM1-36. 
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PM1-75 See the responses to comments PM1-6 and PM1-53.  The CEQ regulations 

do not require broad or “programmatic” NEPA reviews.  CEQ has stated, 

however, that such a review may be appropriate where an agency:  (1) is 

adopting official policy; (2) is adopting a formal plan; (3) is adopting an 
agency program; or (4) is proceeding with multiple projects that are 

temporally and spatially connected.  The Supreme Court has held that a 

NEPA review covering an entire region (that is, a programmatic review) is 

required only “if there has been a report or recommendation on a proposal 

for major federal action” with respect to the region, and a Court of Appeals 

has concluded that there is no requirement for a programmatic EIS where the 
agency cannot identify the projects that may be sited within a region because 

individual permit applications will be filed at a later time.  

There is no Commission plan, policy, or program for the development of 
natural gas infrastructure.  Rather, the Commission acts on individual 

applications filed by entities proposing to construct interstate natural gas 

pipelines.  Under NGA section 7, the Commission is obligated to authorize a 
project if it finds that the construction and operation of the proposed 

facilities “is or will be required by the present or future public convenience 

and necessity.”  What is required by NEPA, and what the Commission 
provides, is a thorough examination of the potential impacts of specific 

projects.  In the circumstances of the Commission’s actions, a broad, 

regional analysis would “be little more than a study concerning estimates of 

potential development and attendant environmental consequences,” which 

would not present “a credible forward look and would therefore not be a 
useful tool for basic program."   

PM1-76 Comment noted. 
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PM1-77 Pursuant to the NGA, FERC, not the states or local authorities, has the 

authority to decide whether to approve or deny approval of the siting and 

abandonment of interstate natural gas pipelines.  FERC also is the lead 

federal agency responsible for conducting an environmental review of the 
Project pursuant to NEPA.  The effects of the Project, including its potential 

impact on vegetation, migratory birds, and cumulative effects, are evaluated 

in section 4 of the EIS.  Also see the response to comment PM1-53. 

PM1-78 Comment noted. 
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PM1-79 Comment noted. 
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PM1-80 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-73 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-74 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-75 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-76 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-81 Comment noted. 

PM1-82 The investigation of karst areas is discussed in section 4.1.5.6 of the EIS.  
The presence and incidence of existing karst features, manifested as ground 

surface subsidence, were investigated and identified using geologic site 

reconnaissance based on review of published literature, geologic maps, 
aerial photography, Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) imagery, ground 

reconnaissance surveys, and the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 

and Natural Resources’ (PADCNR) digital data set of mapped karst features.  
In addition, Transco completed geophysical surveys using the multichannel 

analysis of surface waves method, geotechnical borings to characterize karst 

features, and aerial photography and LiDAR data evaluation.  Categories of 

low, moderate, and high relative risk for karst development were established 

for the 31.7-mile-long portion of the Project that would cross carbonate 
bedrock formations.  Relative risk is characterized by the susceptibility of 

the geologic unit and proximity to existing karst features.  Transco 

developed a Karst Investigation and Mitigation Plan that identifies specific 
measures to reduce the potential for stormwater infiltration that could initiate 

or accelerate the development of karst features, eliminate soft ground or void 

features associated with geophysical anomalies, and provide long-term 
monitoring to identify any potential developing karst features during 

operation of the pipeline.  We believe these measures would minimize 

impacts in karst areas.   

We do not believe that the Project would be adversely affected by seismic 

activity due to the low probability and low incidence/susceptibility of 

significant magnitude earthquakes within the project area.  The pipeline and 
associated facilities would be designed and constructed in accordance with 

applicable DOT regulations (49 CFR 192) and applicable federal and state 

standards and design requirements, which would allow the project facilities 
to withstand probable seismic risks based on the risk zones crossed. 
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PM1-83 Mitigation measures to minimize impacts on prime, specialty, and preserved 

farmlands, including measures to preserve soil quality, are included in 

sections 4.2.2.2, 4.8.4, and 4.8.6.2 of the EIS.  As discussed in section 

4.2.1.2 of the EIS, the primary impacts in farmlands would be short term and 
occur during the growing season concurrent with construction.  The residual 

effect of reduced productivity could persist for 1 to 2 years after 

construction.  Following construction, agricultural practices within the 

pipeline right-of-way would be allowed to resume.  Transco would restore 

all disturbed agricultural areas associated with construction in accordance 

with its ECP, Plan, and Agricultural Plan, which include crop productivity 
monitoring and farmland restoration procedures.  Section 4.2.2.2 of the EIS 

notes that Transco would compensate farmland owners and/or tenants for 

crop loss and would conduct crop yield monitoring at the request of the 
landowner until the reclamation process has resulted in crop growth and 

vigor similar to adjacent undisturbed portions of the same field. 

PM1-84 As stated in section 4.4.4 of the EIS, Transco would conduct routine wetland 
monitoring for a minimum of 3 years to assess the success of wetland 

revegetation in accordance with its ECP and Procedures.  Where 

revegetation is not successful at the end of 3 years, Transco would develop 
and implement remedial revegetation plans, in consultation with a 

professional wetland ecologist, to continue revegetation efforts and file 

annual reports until revegetation is successful. 

PM1-85 Measures to mitigate the introduction and spread of noxious and invasive 

species are included in section 4.5.4 of the EIS and Transco's Noxious and 
Invasive Plant Management Plan (Management Plan), included as 

attachment 11 of its ECP (FERC Accession No. 20150331-5153).  During 

construction, vehicles, equipment, and materials (including equipment mats) 
would be inspected and cleaned of soils, vegetation, and debris before they 

are brought to the project area or moved to another work area within the 

construction right-of-way.  Cleaning methods may include pressure 
washing, brushing, or using compressed air or an elevated wash rack.  Rapid 

restoration and reseeding of disturbed soils following installation of the 

pipeline would promote the establishment of desirable plant species and 
deter the spread of unwanted plant species.  Following construction, Transco 

would monitor the right-of-way for invasive species.  If populations of 

noxious or invasive plant species are identified during the post-construction 
monitoring, Transco would conduct remedial actions such as the application 

of herbicides in upland areas and the manual removal of non-native 

vegetation, and would consult with qualified biologists as necessary to 
identify more effective revegetation strategies.  (Continued on next page.) 
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PM1-85 
(cont’d) 

Any herbicides that are used would be applied in accordance with agency 
regulations and manufacturer’s recommendations, and no herbicides would 

be applied within 100 feet of a wetland or waterbody except as allowed by 

the appropriate state or federal agency. 

PM1-86 Water used for hydrostatic testing would be discharged into well-vegetated 

upland locations or into receiving waters using energy dissipation devices.  

Drilling mud returns would be circulated through mud pits to remove the 
drill cuttings, and the bentonite would be recycled for use as the drilling 

operation continues.  Also see the response to comment PM1-60. 

PM1-87 As detailed in section 4.11.1.1 of the EIS, Lancaster County is listed as a 
nonattainment area for ozone and particulate matter with an aerodynamic 

diameter of less than or equal to 2.5 microns (PM2.5).  Project emissions 

would comply with all state and federal requirements, which would ensure 
that the Project would not contribute to a worsening of air quality in 

Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.  

PM1-88 See the responses to comments PM1-82 through PM1-87. 

PM1-89 Comment noted.  Transco's safety record is discussed in section 4.12.2 of the 

EIS.  Also see the response to comment PM1-13. 

PM1-90 Comment noted. 
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PM1-91 Comment noted. 
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PM1-92 See the responses to comments PM1-60 and PM1-17.  The Susquehanna 

River would be crossed using the HDD construction method, which avoids 

disturbance of surface and shallow subsurface features between the HDD 
entry and exit holes.  Additionally, as noted in section 4.3.2 of the draft EIS, 

FERC contacted the PADEP regarding Zone A source water protection areas 

and has recommended that Transco file proposed mitigation measures to 
protect all Zone A source water protection areas (including the Susquehanna 

River).  Section 4.3.2 has been updated to reflect this new information. 

As described in section 4.3.2.4 of the EIS, the PADEP has a Watershed 
Implementation Plan for the portion of the Chesapeake Bay basin in 

Pennsylvania, which identifies regulatory waste load allocations and load 

allocations of nitrogen, phosphorus, and total suspended solids.  The 
Chesapeake Watershed Implementation Plan is implemented at the county 

level in Pennsylvania and targets loads from agriculture, stormwater, and 

forestry changes that can be reduced through implementation of BMPs.  As 
described in Transco’s Procedures, Transco would implement BMPs and 

install and maintain erosion and sediment control devices, such as trench 

plugs and sediment barriers, during construction to minimize the amount of 

sediment and runoff entering waterbodies within the Chesapeake Bay basin. 

PM1-93 Comment noted.  Potential impacts associated with project construction 

emissions are presented in section 4.11.1.3 of the EIS.  We conclude that the 
construction emissions from the Project, with implementation of the 

mitigation measures proposed by Transco and required by state air quality 

regulations, would be temporary and short term and would not result in a 
significant impact on local or regional air quality.  Impacts on forested lands 

are discussed in sections 4.5 and 4.8 of the EIS. 
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PM1-94 Measures to mitigate soil loss and erosion are described in section 4.2.2 of 

the EIS, Transco’s Plan (appendix E of the EIS), and Transco’s Agricultural 
Plan.  Also see the response to comment PM1-60. 

PM1-95 A pipeline company may request authorization for a pipeline to be 
“abandoned in place.”  In this case, the pipeline is physically separated from 

its source of gas and is no longer maintained.  The pipeline is sealed at both 

ends and left in the ground.  A company may revert the easement back to the 
affected property owners; in certain cases where multiple pipelines exist in 

the same corridor, the company may continue to hold the easements and 

maintain the right-of-way according to its vegetation maintenance practices.  
In some cases, a pipeline company may ask to abandon a pipeline for use as 

a natural gas transportation line, but reserve the right to convert that line to 

another use, such as the transportation of crude oil or other petroleum 
products.  Easement agreements affected by conversion transactions may 

transfer to the new operator. 

 

  



 PM-82 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-96 See the response to comment PM1-82. 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-97 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-83 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-98 See the response to comment PM1-25. 

 

  



 PM-84 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-85 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-99 The future use of natural gas and renewable energies could be influenced by 

several factors including availability, costs, public policy, and regulations.  

The increased use of renewables in particular is being driven by concerns 

about GHGs and climate change and regulatory requirements.  It should also 
be understood that currently the use of natural gas and renewable energy 

sources are not mutually exclusive and are sometimes used in combination 

to ensure reliable electric power.  Each year the U.S. Energy Information 

Administration (EIA) prepares an annual energy report that assesses the 

existing and estimated future energy consumption from various sources.  

The report considers current and projected trends and existing and pending 
regulatory programs.  In its reference case, the EIA estimates that natural gas 

consumption nationally will grow at a compound annual growth rate 

(CAGR) of 0.8 percent between 2015 and 2040.  On a national level, the 
EIA estimates that consumption of renewable energies will grow at a CAGR 

of 2.8 percent between 2015 and 2040.  The EIA estimates natural gas 

growth in the Mid-Atlantic states (which encompass most of the project 
area) during this same period will be about the same as the country overall (a 

CAGR of 0.7 percent).  Consumption of renewable energy in the Mid-

Atlantic is also projected to grow but at a slower rate than the country as a 
whole (a CAGR of 0.6 percent).  (Source:  U.S. Energy Information 

Administration.  Annual Energy Outlook 2016.  Available online at 
https://www.eia.gov/forecasts/aeo/tables_ref.) 

PM1-100 See the response to comment PM1-40. 

 

  

https://www.eia.gov/forecasts/​aeo/tables_ref


 PM-86 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-101 See the response to comment PM1-23. 

 

 

PM1-102 See the response to comment PM1-13. 

 

 

 

PM1-103 See the response to comment PM1-50. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-104 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-87 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-105 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also see 

the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

  



 PM-88 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-106 An evaluation of the Conestoga Alternative Route is provided in 

section 3.3.2 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-89 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-107 Comment noted.  FERC encourages applicants to negotiate in good faith with 

affected landowners.  See the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

  



 PM-90 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-91 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-108 See the responses to comments PM1-13 and PM1-50. 

PM1-109 Comment noted.  In most cases, property owners would be able to use the 

permanent right-of-way as they did before construction as long as the use 
does not conflict with project operation and the terms of the landowner’s 

negotiated easement agreement.  See sections 4.8.2 and 4.8.3 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-92 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-110 Section 1.1 of the EIS describes the Project’s purpose and need.  Measures 

to mitigate impacts on agricultural areas and preserved farmlands are 

included in sections 4.8.4 and 4.8.6.2 of the EIS. 

PM1-111 The Project does not involve the export of LNG.  Any existing operational 

LNG export facility already has a FERC authorization.  Before any LNG 
could be exported, the exporter would need a public interest determination 

from the DOE.  The reviews necessary for these approvals would have 

included an evaluation of the potential impacts of the LNG project.  As such, 
any actions or consequences associated with the subsequent liquefaction and 

export of natural gas (including that which would be transported by the 

Project) from an LNG export facility in the United States has been 
contemplated.  Also see the responses to comments PM1-1, PM1-23, and 

PM1-32. 

 

  



 PM-93 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-112 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also see 

the response to comment PM1-1. 

PM1-113 As described in section 1.1 of the EIS, Transco developed the Project to 

provide an incremental 1.7 MMDth/d of year-round firm transportation 
capacity from the Marcellus Shale production area in northern Pennsylvania to 

Transco’s existing market areas and then filed an application with FERC for 

authorization to construct and operate the proposed facilities.  The EIS is 

limited to assessing the potential environmental impacts of the proposed 

Project.  Although the EIS does consider whether alternative actions might 

meet the customers’ demands, the EIS does not consider or reach a conclusion 
on whether there is a need for the Project.  Section 1502.13 of the CEQ 

regulations implementing NEPA requires that an EIS “briefly specify the 

underlying purpose and need to which the agency is responding in proposing 
the alternatives including the proposed action.”  In other words, the EIS states 

the purpose of and need for a proposed project in order to define the range of 

alternative actions that the agency can legitimately consider.  The 
determination of whether there is a “need” for the proposed facilities for the 

purpose of issuing an authorization under section 7 of the NGA will be made 

in the subsequent Commission Order granting or denying Transco's request 
for certificate authorization and is based on a balancing of the benefits of the 

Project against any adverse impacts.  Section 1.1 has been revised to include 

more detail regarding how the Commission evaluates proposals for new 

construction and establishes criteria for determining whether there is a need 

for a proposed project and whether it would serve the public interest. 

PM1-114 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-94 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-115 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-95 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-116 Section 4.9.5 of the EIS describes the Project’s potential impacts on property 

values.  In summary, several studies have been conducted to evaluate the 
effect of pipelines on property values.  No study can predict specific 

circumstances for any given property, but overall the studies have concluded 

that there is no significant impact on property values located along natural gas 
pipelines and associated infrastructure and that property tax assessments 

generally do not change. 

  



 PM-96 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-117 Impacts on drinking water wells are discussed in section 4.3.1 of the EIS.  

Landowner compensation and the use of eminent domain are discussed in 

section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also see the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

  



 PM-97 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-98 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-99 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-100 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-118 See the revised text in section 4.8.6.2 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-101 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-102 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-103 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-104 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-119 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-105 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-106 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-120 Comment noted. 

 

 

 

PM1-121 See the response to comment PM1-46. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-122 We disagree.  As described in section 4.1.7 of the EIS, the PADEP regulates 

the storage, handling, and use of explosives in Pennsylvania, including 

blasting at coal mines, quarries, and construction and demolition sites.  
Pennsylvania’s blasting regulations have been developed to minimize adverse 

effects of blasting to protect people and property.  Based on these blasting 

regulations, ground movement is limited to an area about 15 feet from where 
the explosives are placed.  Ground vibration is wave energy transmitted 

through the ground as a result of a blast and decreases with distance from the 

blast site.  Pipelines located greater than 12 feet from a blast site are not 
usually susceptible to blast damage.  Based on our review of recent aerial 

photography, the active quarry face where blasting occurs is located about 

2,000 feet west of the pipeline.  In addition, Transco indicated that it had 
consulted with Fort Indiantown Gap and determined that the nearest artillery 

firing range is located 3 miles west of the Project and the nearest point of 

explosion is located 8 miles west of the Project.  Therefore, we conclude that 

vibrations from blasting activities at the quarry or Fort Indiantown Gap would 

not be expected to adversely affect the pipeline.   

 

  



 PM-107 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-108 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-109 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-123 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-110 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-124 Section 4.8.6 of the EIS describes potential impacts on recreation areas and 

conservation easements and proposed mitigation measures to mitigate 
impacts.  The current project route does not cross the Tucquan Glen Nature 

Preserve or Shenk’s Ferry Flower Preserve; based on the distance from the 

proposed Project, these preserves would not be affected. 

 

  



 PM-111 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-125 Impacts on forested lands are discussed in sections 4.5 and 4.8 of the EIS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-126 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-112 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-127 See the response to comment PM1-70. 

 

  



 PM-113 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-128 Comment noted.  FERC cannot comment on the permitting process of another 

agency.  Any changes in mitigation that have happened since the issuance of 
the draft EIS have been updated within the final EIS.  Any new and 

substantial public comments that are received on the final EIS will be 
addressed by FERC in the Order. 

 

  



 PM-114 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-129 See the response to comment PM1-70. 

PM1-130 We disagree.  All notices of FERC-sponsored public meetings were mailed 

to federal, state, and local government representatives and agencies; elected 

officials; environmental and public interest groups; Native American tribes; 

potential affected landowners, and other interested individuals and groups on 

the environmental mailing list; newspapers and libraries in the project area; 
and parties to this proceeding, with at least 2 weeks advance notice.  

Section 1.3 of the EIS describes the public review and comment process for 

the Project and has been revised to reflect the outreach activities conducted 
after issuance of the draft EIS.  The Commission also accepts and considers 

written comments from any interested stakeholder.  The Commission gives 

equal consideration to written comments and comments received at a public 
meeting.  Prior to the end of the comment period, the draft EIS was available 

for comment for 53 days.  We also continued to accept comment letters past 

the close of the comment period.  Those comments submitted through 
2 weeks after the close of the comment period, and in a few cases in excess 

of 2 weeks later, are also included in this appendix.  Comments received 

after this period were reviewed for any new substantive issues, but a 

majority of the comments continued to reiterate issues already raised by 

other commenters.  We received over 560 unique written comment letters 

from federal, state, and local agencies; Native American tribes; 
companies/organizations; and individuals in response to the draft EIS.  In 

addition, we received over 900 additional letters that were identical copies of 

45 different form letter variants.  Therefore, anyone wishing to comment on 
the Project who was not able to attend a comment meeting in person could 

do so.  The comments and our responses are comprehensive in covering the 

potential environmental issues associated with the Project.  We do not 
believe that extending the comment period, notifying additional individuals, 

or holding additional public meetings would result in the identification of 

any new, substantive issues not already covered in the EIS.  

 

  



 PM-115 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-116 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-117 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-131 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-118 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-119 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-132 As described in section 4.8.3 of the EIS, construction through or near 

residential areas would be done in a manner that minimizes adverse effects 
on residences, including prompt and thorough cleanup.  Landowner access 

to homes would be maintained except for the brief periods essential for 

laying the new pipeline.  Landowners whose property access would be 
affected by pipeline construction across roadways would receive 

preconstruction notification, and measures would be implemented to ensure 

that construction activities do not prevent access to residential areas by fire 
and emergency vehicles.  During any period when a road is completely cut 

or temporarily closed, steel plates would be available on site to immediately 

cover the open area to permit travel of emergency vehicles.  Transco would 
further minimize effects on residential properties by implementing the 

measures included in its Traffic and Transportation Management Plan, 

Fugitive Dust Control Plan, ECP, and Plan.  Potential impacts on public 
safety are described in section 4.12.3 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-120 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-121 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-133 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-122 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-123 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-124 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-125 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-126 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-127 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-134 Safety during operation is under the jurisdiction of the DOT.  As stated in 
section 4.12.1 of the EIS, Transco would design, construct, operate, and 

maintain the pipeline in accordance with or in exceedance of the DOT’s 

Minimum Safety Standards in 49 CFR 192. 

 

  



 PM-128 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-135 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-129 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-130 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-136 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-134. 

 

  



 PM-131 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-137 Issues related to terrorism are described in section 4.12.4 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-132 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-138 See the responses to comments PM1-32 and PM1-51. 

 

 

 
PM1-139 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-13. 

 

  



 PM-133 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-140 See the response to comment PM1-40. 

 

 

 

 
PM1-141 Comment noted.  The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of 

the EIS.  Also see the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

  



 PM-134 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-142 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments PM1-32 and PM1-53. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-143 Comment noted.  Transco operates as a for profit business engaged in 

providing, among other things, the transportation of natural gas.  The 

company does not currently have the right of eminent domain.  As described 

in section 4.8.2 of the EIS, if the Project is approved by the Commission and 
if an easement cannot be negotiated with a landowner, Transco may use the 

right of eminent domain to acquire the property necessary to construct and 

operate the Project.  Transco would still be required to compensate the 
landowner for the right-of-way and damages incurred during construction.  

However, if an easement cannot be negotiated, the level of compensation 

would be determined by a court according to state or federal law.  Also see the 
responses to comments PM1-1 and PM1-32. 

 

  



 PM-135 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-144 Transco has a written emergency response plan and, in the event of an 

emergency, is committed to the following: 

• receiving, identifying, and classifying emergency events such as gas 

leakage, fires, explosions, and natural disasters;  

• establishing and maintaining communications with local fire, police, and 
public officials, and coordinating emergency response;  

• emergency shutdown of system and safe restoration of service; 

• making personnel, equipment, tools, and materials available at the scene of 
an emergency; and 

• protecting people first and then property, and making them safe from actual 

or potential hazards, including evacuating individuals and rerouting traffic 
as necessary to avoid any area that is deemed to be unsafe. 

 

  



 PM-136 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-145 Comment noted. 

 

 

 

PM1-146 See the response to comment PM1-50. 

 

  



 PM-137 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-147 Alternative 22 is discussed in section 3.3.2 of the EIS.  Also see the response 

to comment PM1-17. 

 

  



 PM-138 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-139 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-140 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-141 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-148 See the response to comment PM1-30. 

 

  



 PM-142 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-149 See the response to comment PM1-18. 

 

  



 PM-143 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-144 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-145 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-146 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-147 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-148 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-149 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-150 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-150 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-151 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-151 Comment noted.  Transco’s safety record is discussed in section 4.12.2 of the 

EIS. 

 

  



 PM-152 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-153 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-152 The purpose of the draft EIS comment meetings was to give interested 

groups and individuals the opportunity to present oral comments on the draft 

EIS for consideration in the final EIS.  The meetings were not intended to 

serve as an interactive question and answer session.  Also see the response to 
comment PM1-46. 

PM1-153 Comment noted. 

 

 

  



 PM-154 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-155 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-156 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-154 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-157 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-158 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-155 Comment noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-156 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-159 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-160 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-157 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-161 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-158 See the response to comment PM1-113. 

 

  



 PM-162 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-159 See the response to comment PM1-2. 

PM1-160 See the response to comment PM1-32. 

 

 

PM1-161 Comment noted. 

 

PM1-162 An evaluation of the Transco System Alternative is provided in section 3.2.3 
of the EIS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-163 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-163 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-164 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-165 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-164 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-166 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-167 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-168 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-165 Comment noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-166 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-169 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-167 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-170 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-168 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-171 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-169 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-172 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-173 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-174 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-170 Section 4.9.5 if the EIS acknowledges that the presence of a pipeline could 

influence a potential buyer's decision to purchase a property, but that the 

valuation of a tract of land would be related to many tract-specific factors.  

See the response to comment PM1-116 for potential impacts on property 
values.   

 

  



 PM-175 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-176 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-177 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-178 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PM1-171 Comment noted. 

PM1-172 Comment noted.  Transco modified the alignment slightly to avoid crossing 

Indian Head Road.  See the revised figure in section 3.3.3 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-179 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-173 Potential thermal effects of pipeline operation on soil moisture and 

agricultural productivity is described in section 4.2.2.2 of the EIS. 

PM1-174 Comment noted.  As described in section 4.8.4 of the EIS, Transco has 

developed an Agricultural Plan for the Project, which documents the 

measures Transco would follow to minimize and mitigate effects on 
agricultural lands.  The Agricultural Plan is included as attachment 6 of 

Transco’s ECP (FERC accession number 20150331-5153).  Agricultural 

land in the construction rights-of-way would generally be taken out of 
production for one growing season and would be restored to previous uses 

following construction.  Should crop yields be reduced over the pipeline, 

Transco would be required to compensate the landowner for this loss of 
revenue in accordance with section 9 of its Agricultural Plan.   

As described in section 4.3.1.7 of the EIS, Transco has agreed to perform 

pre-and post-construction monitoring for well yield and water quality for 
private wells and springs within 150 feet of the construction workspace.  For 

water wells within the construction workspace, Transco would install safety 

fence around these wells to exclude contractors from entering the well area.  
Transco would also install sediment barriers to divert flow away from the 

wellhead if rain events cause erosion around the wells.  Refueling would 

occur at least 200 feet from private wells and springs.  In the EIS we have 

recommended that, within 30 days of placing the project facilities in service, 

Transco file a report describing any complaints it received regarding water 

well yield or quality, the results of any water quality or yield testing that was 
performed and how each complaint was resolved. 

  



 PM-180 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-175 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also see 

the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-176 An evaluation of the Conestoga Alternative Route is provided in section 3.3.2 
of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-181 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-177 For property values, see the response to comment PM1-116.  As described in 

section 4.9.6 of the EIS, it is not anticipated the Project will have a negative 
impact on the cost of property insurance.  Additionally, Transco is fully 

insured and maintains insurance coverage that extends to landowners from the 

start of the survey process through the lifetime of the pipeline.  Transco would 
pay for any and all damages caused by construction and operation of its 

facilities.  To further address any potential insurance-related issues, we are 

recommending in section 4.9.6 of the EIS that Transco file with the Secretary 
reports describing any documented complaints from a homeowner that a 

homeowner’s insurance policy was cancelled, voided, or amended due 

directly to the grant of the pipeline right-of-way or installation of the pipeline 
and/or that the premium for the homeowner’s insurance increased materially 

and directly as a result of the grant of the pipeline right-of-way or installation 

of the pipeline.  The reports would also identify how Transco has mitigated 

the impact.  During construction, these reports would be included in Transco’s 

weekly status reports (see recommendation 7 in section 5.2) and in quarterly 

reports for a 2-year period following in-service of the Project.   

  



 PM-182 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-178 An evaluation of the Conestoga Alternative Route is provided in 

section 3.3.2 of the EIS. 

PM1-179 Comment noted.  Classification of a parcel of land as an agricultural 

conservation easement does not typically prohibit the landowner from 

developing oil or gas on the land.  In addition, the granting of rights-of-way 
for natural gas pipelines approved by FERC, whether through condemnation 

or an agreement with the landowner, is specifically exempted from 

Agricultural Lands Condemnation Approval Board review per Title 3 
Pennsylvania Statutes and Consolidated Statutes section 913(b).  Therefore, 

we do not believe that construction and operation of the pipeline facilities 

would affect the classification of agricultural conservation easements.  
Transco would restore agricultural properties with conservation easements in 

accordance with the methods described in section 4.8.4 of the EIS and 

further detailed in Transco’s Agricultural Plan (see attachment 6 of the 
ECP).  If the Project would render a tract or a portion of the tract ineligible 

for the program, Transco states it would negotiate compensation of fees or 

penalties, including roll-back taxes and increased annual taxes, as part of the 
land purchase or easement agreement.   

  



 PM-183 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-180 An evaluation of the Neil Bushong Deviation is provided in section 3.3.3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-181 See the response to comment PM1-177. 

 

  



 PM-184 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-182 See the response to comment PM1-36. 

 

  



 PM-185 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-186 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-187 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-183 See the responses to comments PM1-36, PM1-53, and PM1-99.  As described 

in section 3.1 of the EIS, FERC received numerous comments suggesting that 

electricity generated from renewable energy sources could eliminate the need 

for the Project and that the use of these energy sources as well as gains 
realized from increased energy efficiency and conservation should be 

considered as alternatives to the Project.  The generation of electricity from 

renewable energy sources is a reasonable alternative for a review of power-
generating facilities.  The siting, construction, and operation of power-

generating facilities are regulated by state agencies.  Authorizations related to 

how customers in Transco’s service area will meet demands for electricity are 
not part of the application before the Commission and their consideration is 

outside the scope of the EIS.  Because the purpose of the Project is to 

transport natural gas, and the generation of electricity from renewable energy 
sources or the gains realized from increased energy efficiency and 

conservation are not transportation alternatives, renewable energy sources are 

not considered or evaluated in detail in the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-188 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-189 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-190 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-184 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments PM1-24 and PM1-36. 

 

  



 PM-191 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-192 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-185 Comment noted.  See response to comment PM1-6. 

PM1-186 FERC’s responsibilities are described in section 1.2.1 of the EIS and are also 
referenced in the responses to comments PM1-46 and PM1-77.  The breadth 

of the analysis in the EIS is broad and encompasses the potential impacts of 

the Project on a wide array of resources and compliance with regulatory 
requirements.  As a general rule, the FERC staff does not use a matrix to 

determine the severity of impacts.  Instead, each impact is considered in the 

context of the nature and setting of the proposed facilities and specific 
resources that may be affected by these facilities.  That said, some projects 

may have impacts on particular resources that are so severe that these 

projects would not be certificated as currently proposed; for example, a 
project that threatens the continuing existence of a federally listed species.  

Concerning the opposition to this Project, FERC acknowledges the 

considerable opposition to the Project as evidenced by the initial scoping 
comments and the comments in response to the draft EIS.  FERC has 

considered all of the comments it has received but the vehemence of a 

comment does not give it any more weight than any other comment.  Instead 

all comments are considered equally. 

  



 PM-193 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-194 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-195 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-196 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-197 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-198 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-199 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-187 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments PM1-46 and PM1-130. 

 

  



 PM-200 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM1-188 The conclusions in the EIS were reached after the FERC staff’s review and 

analysis of thousands of pages of information from Transco and other 
sources, as well as our consultations with other agencies, comments by other 

stakeholders, and our filed reviews of the project area.  Our conclusions are 

also based on Transco's required implementation of the additional 

avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures we have recommended to 

avoid or reduce impacts.  If the Commission agrees with these 

recommendations and a Certificate is approved, these measures would need 
to be satisfied in order for Transco to construct and operate the Project.  

Also see the response to comment PM1-143. 

PM1-189 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-201 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-190 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-202 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-191 See the response to comment PM1-113. 

 

  



 PM-203 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-192 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also see 

the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

 

  



 PM-204 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-193 See the response to comment PM1-113. 

 

 

PM1-194 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  See also 

the response to comment PM1-1.  Mitigation measures to minimize impacts 
on prime, specialty, and preserved farmlands, including measures to preserve 

soil quality, are included in sections 4.2.2.2, 4.8.4, and 4.8.6.2 of the EIS.  See 

the responses to comments PM1-60 and PM1-83 regarding farmland and 
erosion. 

 

  



 PM-205 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-195 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-130. 

 

  



 PM-206 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM1-196 The potential economic benefits of the Project are evaluated in section 4.9.7 of 

the EIS.  Also see the response to comment PM1-32. 

 

 

PM1-197 See the response to comment PM1-116. 

 

 

 

 

PM1-198 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments PM1-24 and PM1-40. 

 

  



 PM-207 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-208 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-209 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-210 Public Meetings 

PM1 – Public Meeting in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 PM-211 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-212 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d)  
 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-213 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-214 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-215 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-216 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-217 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-218 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-219 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-220 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-221 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-222 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 PM-223 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-224 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-225 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-226 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-227 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-1 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-228 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-229 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-2 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-230 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-231 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-232 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-3 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-233 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-234 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-235 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-236 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-4 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-237 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-5 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-238 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-239 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-240 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-6 Comment noted. 

PM2-7 See the response to comment PM1-46.  The purpose of the draft EIS 

comment meetings was to give interested groups and individuals the 

opportunity to present oral comments on the draft EIS for consideration in 
the final EIS.  The meetings were not intended to serve as an interactive 

question and answer session. 

 

  



 PM-241 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-242 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-8 See the responses to comments PM1-9 and PM1-70. 

 

  



 PM-243 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-9 See the responses to comments PM1-6 and PM1-75. 

 

  



 PM-244 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-245 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-246 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-10 See the response to comment PM1-70. 

PM2-11 See the responses to comments PM1-1, PM1-32, PM1-51, PM1-99, and 
PM1-113. 

 

  



 PM-247 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-248 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-12 Comment noted.  The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2.  

Also see the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

  



 PM-249 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-13 Comment noted. 

PM2-14 Comment noted.  As described in section 4.3.2.5 of the EIS, Transco has 

proposed the trenchless crossing method at 11 waterbodies and the dry 

crossing method at 325 waterbodies  For additional information on the 

proposed crossing methods refer to section 2.3.2.2 of the draft EIS.  We 
agree with the use of Transco's proposed waterbody crossing methods. 

PM2-15 See the responses to comments PM1-60 and PM1-17.  Mitigation measures 

to protect surface waters are described in section 4.3.2.6 of the EIS. 

PM2-16 See the response to comment PM1-40. 

 

  



 PM-250 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

PM2-17 FERC’s responsibilities are described in section 1.2.1 of the EIS and are also 

referenced in the responses to comments PM1-46 and PM1-77.  See the 
response to comment PM1-53 regarding renewable energy. 

 

 

 

  



 PM-251 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-18 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-252 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-253 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-19 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-254 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-255 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-20 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-256 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-257 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-21 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-258 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-259 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-22 See the responses to comments PM1-1, PM1-32, PM1-51, and PM1-143.  

The potential socioeconomic effects of the Project including the effects on 

land uses, property values, insurance, and public services are discussed in 
sections 4.8 and 4.9 of the EIS.  The use of eminent domain is discussed in 

section 4.8.2 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-260 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-23 See the response to comment PM1-179. 

 

  



 PM-261 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-24 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments PM1-51, PM1-77, and 

PM1-143.   

 

  



 PM-262 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-25 See the response to comment PM1-23.  

PM2-26 The use of eminent domain and effects on property values are discussed in 

sections 4.8.2 and 4.9.5 of the EIS.  See also the responses to 
comments PM1-1 and PM1-116. 

 

  



 PM-263 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

PM2-27 Transco operates as a for profit business engaged in providing, among other 

things, the transportation of natural gas.  Transco has applied to FERC for a 

Certificate for the Project.  Transco's stated purpose and need for the Project 
is included in section 1.1 of the EIS.  The purpose of the EIS pursuant to 

NEPA is to disclose and assess the potential impacts of the Project.  The EIS 

also identifies the measures Transco would implement to avoid or minimize 

potential effects.  

PM2-28 See the response to comment PM1-2. 

PM2-29 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-264 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-30 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-265 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-266 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-31 Section 4.11.1.3 of the EIS analyzes potential impacts associated with the 
proposed expansion of Compressor Station 517.  In the draft EIS, we 

concluded that the proposed expansion of Compressor Station 517 would 
not result in significant impacts on air quality; however, we requested that 

Transco provide additional information for inclusion in the final EIS to 

allow us to evaluate impacts from the proposed compressor station 
expansion for a greater range of potential operating scenarios.  

Section 4.11.1.3 of the final EIS has been revised to reflect the available 

information regarding the operational impacts associated with Compressor 
Station 517 and recommendations to ensure that future operations do not 

violate the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  The 

compressor station is currently under expansion as part of the Leidy 
Southeast Expansion Project as described in section 4.13.8.9 of the EIS.  

Section 4.11.1.3 of the EIS details the air quality violation at Compressor 

Station 517.  Transco identified that one of the turbines at Compressor 
Station 517 operated for a period of time without carbon monoxide (CO) 

and nitrogen oxide (NOX) controls as specified in the facility air permit.  

This issue was rectified by Transco and disclosed to the PADEP.  The 
compressor station is now operating in compliance with the facility air 

permit. 

PM2-32 Comment noted. 

PM2-33 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also see 

the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

  



 PM-267 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-34 FERC’s evaluation of pipelines, including this Project, indicates that the 

construction and operation of these facilities do have environmental impacts.  

FERC requires pipeline companies to use environmental inspectors to 

document the companies' compliance with environmental requirements 
during construction.  The FERC staff, or its third-party contractor who 

reports directly to FERC, also conducts inspections of the pipeline projects 

during and after construction to document compliance and identify 
noncompliance issues that require attention and repair.  FERC also has the 

authority to enforce its regulatory requirements through imposition of civil 

penalties and other means.  Instances of noncompliance with FERC's 
environmental requirements can be submitted to FERC (also see the 

response to comment PM1-22).  As described in section 4.12.1 of the EIS, 

PHMSA's Office of Pipeline Safety administers the national regulatory 
program to ensure the safe transportation of natural gas and other hazardous 

materials by pipeline.  Its responsibilities include developing safety 

regulations and other approaches to risk management that ensure safety in 

the design, construction, testing, operation, maintenance, and emergency 

response of pipeline facilities.  Issues of noncompliance regarding pipeline 

safety can be submitted to PHMSA.   

  



 PM-268 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-35 See the response to comment PM1-6. 

PM2-36 See the response to comment PM1-24. 

 

  



 PM-269 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-37 Section 4.3.2.3 of the EIS includes a definition of exceptional value 
waterbodies.  Sections 4.3.2 and 4.4.1 of the EIS explain the field surveys that 

were conducted by Transco to delineate wetlands and waterbodies. 

PM2-38 See the response to comment PM1-46. 

 

 

  



 PM-270 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-39 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also see 

the responses to comments PM1-1, PM1-32, and PM1-143. 

 

  



 PM-271 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

PM2-40 Measures to mitigate the impacts of the Project on the environment are 

discussed throughout section 4 of the EIS. 

PM2-41 Comment noted. 

PM2-42 See the responses to comments PM1-46, PM1-70, and PM1-130. 

 

 

 

  



 PM-272 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 
PM2-43 See the responses to comments PM1-23 and PM1-50. 

PM2-44 Comment noted. 

PM2-45 Comment noted. 

PM2-46 See the response to comment PM1-70.  We believe that the mitigation 

measures described throughout section 4 of the EIS would effectively 
minimize the Project’s impacts on environmental resources to less than 

significant levels.  See section 2.5 of the EIS for a description of the 
environmental inspection and mitigation monitoring measures that would be 

employed during construction and operation of the Project. 

 

  



 PM-273 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-47 See the response to comment PM1-130. 

PM2-48 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-274 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-49 The active face of the quarry is 2,100 feet west of the proposed pipeline.  The 

area between the active face of the quarry and the pipeline is used for material 

storage and handling.  See revised text in section 4.1.7 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-275 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-276 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 
PM2-50 Information regarding the Project, including notices, informational mailings, 

and the draft EIS, was mailed to interested parties, including federal, state, 

and local government representatives and agencies; elected officials; 

environmental and public interest groups; Native American Tribes; affected 
property owners; other interested parties; and local libraries and newspapers 

(see section 1.3 of the EIS).  We have added the Lancaster School District to 

the mailing list. 

PM2-51 Comment noted.  

 

  



 PM-277 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-52 See the response to comment PM1-32. 

 

  



 PM-278 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-53 See the response to comment PM1-113.  Renewable energy sources are, and 

we expect will continue to be, important in helping to diversify the electricity 

market and decrease the need for traditional fossil fuel energy sources, but we 

do not find that these energy sources preclude the need for additional natural 
gas delivery points or long-term supply.   

 

  



 PM-279 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-54 The potential economic benefits of the Project are described in section 4.9.7 

of the EIS.  See the responses to comments PM1-50, PM1-53, and PM1-99. 

 

  



 PM-280 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-55 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-281 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

PM2-56 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also see 

the response to comment PM1-1. 

PM2-57 See the response to comment PM1-83.  As discussed in section 4.2.2.6 of the 
EIS, Transco would implement its Spill Plan for Oil and Hazardous Materials 

(Spill Plan) to prevent and minimize the potential for soil contamination from 

spills or leaks of fuel, lubricants, coolants, or solvents.  Also see the response 
to comment PM1-60. 

PM2-58 Climate change is discussed in section 4.13.8.10 of the EIS.  Also see the 

responses to comments PM1-24 and PM1-36. 

 

 

 

  



 PM-282 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 
PM2-59 Comment noted. 

 

 

 

  



 PM-283 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-60 See the response to comment PM1-113. 

PM2-61 See the response to comment PM1-32. 

PM2-62 Comment noted. 

PM2-63 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-284 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-64 See the response to comment PM1-177. 

PM2-65 See the responses to comments PM1-1 and PM1-18. 

 

  



 PM-285 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-66 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-286 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-67 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-287 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-288 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-289 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-68 Comment noted. 

PM2-69 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-70. 

 

  



 PM-290 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-70 See the response to comment PM1-179. 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-71 See the response to comment PM1-83. 

 

  



 PM-291 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-72 Transco operates as a for profit business engaged in providing, among other 

things, the transportation of natural gas.  Transco filed a certificate application 

with FERC.  FERC has prepared this EIS to evaluate the potential 
environmental effects of the Project, which are evaluated in sections 4.1 

through 4.13 of the EIS.  The environmental effects or national policies 

related to anthracite coal mining are outside of the scope of this EIS. 

PM2-73 See the response to comment PM1-36. 

 

  



 PM-292 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-74 See the response to comment PM1-24. 

PM2-75 Comment noted. 

PM2-76 See the response to comment PM1-53. 

PM2-77 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-46. 

 

  



 PM-293 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-78 Comment noted. 

PM2-79 See the response to comment PM1-46. 

 

  



 PM-294 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

PM2-80 See the response to comment PM1-32. 

PM2-81 Williams has been in operation since 1908 (it started as Williams Brothers) 
and is now a publically traded company.  Williams purchased Transco Energy 

Company in 1995.  Over the course of its history, Williams has endured 

various economic conditions and, despite the decrease in its stock price, we 
have no reason to believe Williams would not be able to cover the costs of an 

incident on one of its pipelines.  Also see the response to comment PM1-177. 

PM2-82 Comment noted. 

PM2-83 Comment noted. 

 

 

 

  



 PM-295 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-84 We have recommended that Transco incorporate the Sharon and Russel Olt 

Option 2 Alternative into the proposed route.  See the revised text in section 
3.3.2 of the EIS. 

PM2-85 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-13. 

 

  



 PM-296 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-86 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-297 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-87 Operational emissions of the compressor stations are detailed in 

section 4.11.1.3 of the EIS.  Because proposed Compressor Stations 605 and 
610 would be equipped with electric motor-driven compressors and would 

have minimal air emission-generating sources, we conclude that these stations 

would not have a significant impact on air quality in the project area.  In the 
draft EIS, we concluded that the expansions of Compressor Stations 517, 520, 

and 190 would not result in significant impacts on air quality; however, we 

requested that Transco provide additional information for inclusion in the final 
EIS to allow us to evaluate impacts from the proposed compressor station 

expansions for a greater range of potential operating scenarios.  

Section 4.11.1.3 of the final EIS has been revised to reflect the available 

information regarding the operational impacts associated with Compressor 

Station 517 and recommendations to ensure that future operations do not 

violate the NAAQS.   

 

  



 PM-298 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-88 See the response to comment PM1-23.  

PM2-89 See the response to comment PM1-179. 

PM2-90 Comment noted.  Transco has attempted to avoid and minimize effects on 

sensitive wildlife habitat by collocating the workspace with other existing 

rights-of-way where practicable.  Impacts would be further minimized through 
implementation of BMPs during construction as described in Transco’s ECP, 

including restoring all temporary workspaces according to the Plan and the 
Procedures and reseeding open land and upland forests to facilitate 

revegetation.  

 

  



 PM-299 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-91 As described in sections 4.1.5.6 and 4.1.7 of the EIS, Transco developed a 

Karst Investigation and Mitigation Plan that identifies specific measures to 
reduce the potential for stormwater infiltration that could initiate or 

accelerate the development of karst features, eliminate soft ground or void 

features associated with geophysical anomalies, and provide long-term 
monitoring to identify any potential developing karst features during 

operation of the pipeline.  Transco would implement the BMPs described in 

the plan as necessary to mitigate the risks associated with construction in 
karst terrain.  Transco would also ensure that erosion and sedimentation 

measures adjacent to exposed karst areas are installed in accordance with all 

applicable standards and specifications and that they are installed in a 
manner that would prevent direct discharge of runoff into known karst 

features.  If possible, Transco would locate trench spoil piles on the 

downhill side of the karst feature to prevent direct runoff into uncovered 
features.  Transco collected information from landowners regarding the 

locations of private wells and springs along the proposed route and has 

identified seven wells located in areas of known karst terrain.  Transco has 
agreed to perform pre- and post-construction monitoring for well yield and 

water quality for private wells and springs within 150 feet of the 

construction workspace, subject to landowner approval.  We believe these 
measures would minimize impacts in karst areas.   

PM2-92 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-70. 

 

  



 PM-300 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-93 See the response to comment PM1-70. 

PM2-94 The effects of climate change and the Project's potential contribution to these 

effects are discussed in section 4.13.8.10 of the EIS.  Also see the response to 

comment PM1-36. 

PM2-95 See the responses to comments PM1-6 and PM1-36. 

 

  



 PM-301 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-302 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-96 See the response to comment PM1-130. 

 

  



 PM-303 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-97 The effects of climate change and the Project's potential contribution to these 

effects are discussed in section 4.13.8.10 of the EIS.  Also see the responses to 

comments PM1-36, PM1-53, and PM1-99. 

 

  



 PM-304 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-98 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-305 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-99 As described in section 4.8.7 of the draft EIS, we requested that Transco file 

updated information regarding the identified landfill at milepost 66.8, 
including any mitigation measures Transco would implement to avoid the 

landfill site or address any contamination encountered.  To address both 

known and unanticipated contamination along the Project, Transco would 
implement the measures in its Unanticipated Discovery of Contamination 

Plan, included as an attachment to its ECP.  Transco would implement the 

protocols in the plan if contaminated soils are encountered during 
construction.  These measures include the suspension of construction activities 

when suspected contamination is encountered, evacuations if necessary, 

proper notifications, and follow-up actions as appropriate including 
mobilization of emergency response personnel and regulatory agency 

coordination. 

PM2-100 See the response to comment PM1-130. 

 

  



 PM-306 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-101 See the response to comment PM1-130. 

PM2-102 As of June 24, 2016, Transco has completed surface water surveys for about 

95.4 percent of the Project.  In areas where field survey access was denied by 
landowners, data were obtained from “desktop” sources as described in 

section 4.4.1 of the EIS.  This information provides a reasonable basis for an 

assessment of resources and potential impacts.  If the Project is certificated by 
the Commission, it conveys the right of eminent domain, including access for 

field surveys.  Transco must complete all remaining field surveys for agency 

permitting prior to FERC consideration of authorizing construction.  
Typically, 100 percent complete survey access is not obtained prior to 

certification for linear projects of this magnitude.  While the official comment 

period for the draft EIS has closed, FERC continues to take comments on the 
EIS, which would be addressed in the Order. 

 

  



 PM-307 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 
PM2-103 As stated in section 4.12.1 of the EIS, Transco would design, construct, 

operate, and maintain the pipeline in accordance with or in exceedance of the 

DOT's Minimum Safety Standards in 49 CFR 192.  The Project would be 

subject to any new regulations adopted by the agency. 

PM2-104 See the response to comment PM1-177. 

PM2-105 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-308 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

PM2-106 Section 4.7.2.3 of the EIS states that bog turtles can occur in Schuylkill 

County; however, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) indicated that the 

proposed project facilities in Schuylkill County would be in an area with no 
known occurrence of bog turtles. 

 

  



 PM-309 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-107 See the responses to comments PM1-70 and PM1-130. 

 

  



 PM-310 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-311 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-312 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-313 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-314 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-315 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-108 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-316 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-317 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-318 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-109 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-319 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-110 See the response to comment PM2-50. 

PM2-111 We received the Lebanon Valley Conservancy's Motion to Intervene under 

Docket No. CP15-138-000 on April 28, 2015 (FERC accession number 
20150428-5427) and additional comments submitted on September 17, 2015 

(FERC accession number 20150917-0008). 

PM2-112 See the response to comment PM1-179. 

 

  



 PM-320 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-113 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-321 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-114 FERC regulates the transmission and sale of natural gas for resale in interstate 

commerce.  It does not regulate intrastate pipelines, which are regulated by 
state authorities, nor interstate projects for other products (e.g., oil or natural 

gas liquids).  However, unlike some states, Pennsylvania does not have one 

regulatory authority that oversees intrastate gas pipelines.  Also see the 
response to comment PM1-24. 

  



 PM-322 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-115 See responses to comments PM1-116 and PM1-170. 

 

  



 PM-323 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-116 Comment noted.  The referenced project is not the subject of this certificate 

application. 

 

  



 PM-324 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-117 The EIS serves as the FERC staff’s assessment of the potential environmental 

impacts of the Project, which the Commission takes into consideration when 

deciding whether to issue a Certificate for the Project.  As such, it is written in 
the conditional tense (e.g., the proposed action would occur if the Commission 

finds the Project to be in the public interest).  Staff can make no assumptions 

as to whether or not the Commission will approve any given project.  As 
indicated in section 5.2 of the EIS, the FERC staff is recommending to the 

Commission that these measures be included as specific conditions to any 

Commission authorization.  Until the Commission issues a Certificate, all 
proposals are conditional.  Once the Commission authorizes an action, the use 

of future tense is appropriate and the recommendations are changed to 

required conditions (i.e., “must” or “shall”). 

 

  



 PM-325 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-118 Section 4.8.6.1 of the EIS describes the recreation and special interest areas 

crossed by the Project, including Fort Indiantown Gap. 

PM2-119 See the responses to comments PM1-32 and PM1-111.  

PM2-120 See the response to comment PM1-174.  As described in section 4.3.1.7 of the 

EIS, shallow aquifers could sustain minor, indirect effects from changes in 

overland sheet flow and recharge caused by clearing and grading of the right-
of-way.  Near-surface soil compaction caused by heavy construction 

equipment could reduce the ability of soils to absorb water in isolated areas.  

Aboveground facilities could add minor impervious surfaces; however, they 
are unlikely to affect groundwater recharge beyond the boundaries of each 

facility.  Local water table elevations could be affected by trenching and 

backfilling.  These effects would be minor and temporary and are not 
anticipated to significantly affect groundwater resources.  Upon completion of 

construction, Transco would restore the ground surface as closely as 

practicable to original contours and revegetate the right-of-way to ensure 
restoration of preconstruction overland flow and recharge patterns. 

  



 PM-326 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-121 See the response to comment PM2-49.  A discussion of the Eastern 

Land and Resources Company (ELRC) development is included in 

section 4.8.3.2 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-327 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-328 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-329 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-330 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-122 See the response to comment PM2-99. 

 

  



 PM-331 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM2-123 As described in section 4.6.2.2 of the EIS, following construction, 

Transco would allow a 25-foot-wide riparian strip along each 

waterbody bank to revegetate with native flora in order to stabilize 
banks, reduce erosion impacts, and provide shading and cover for 

fisheries resources.  A 10-foot-wide corridor may be permanently 

maintained in an herbaceous state directly above the pipeline, except 
in areas crossed by trenchless methods.  While stream temperature 

changes are possible following riparian vegetation clearing, the 

reduction in shading across the maintained corridor would not likely 
influence a temperature change in the waterbody. 

 

  



 PM-332 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

PM2-124 Comment noted.  We apologize for any technical difficulties 
experienced with FERC's eLibrary site due to the volume of 

comments received.  Mr. Duquette has been on the project mailing 

list at the current address listed in his recent comment letters since 
2014 and should have received all project notices and mailings, 

including the draft EIS compact disc.  Also see the responses to 

comments PM1-130 and PM2-50.  

 

  



 PM-333 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-334 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-125 See the response to comment PM2-117.  A detailed discussion of 
cumulative impacts is provided in section 4.13 of the EIS. 

 

 
PM2-126 Transco operates an interstate pipeline system.  The proposed project 

facilities would be part of that system.  Pursuant to the NGA, FERC, 

not the states or local authorities, has the authority to decide whether 
to approve or deny approval of the siting and abandonment of 

interstate natural gas pipelines.  FERC also is the lead federal agency 

responsible for conducting an environmental review of the Project 
pursuant to NEPA. 

 

  



 PM-335 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-127 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-23.  

 

  



 PM-336 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM2-128 Comment noted.  With respect to where pipe is purchased, that is a 

business decision made by Transco.  Section 2.2.5 of the EIS 
identifies the contractor yards and staging areas that Transco has 

requested to use on the Project.  If the Project is approved, Transco 

would be allowed, at that point, to take receipt of the pipe and use 
these contractor yards and storage areas provided the required 

environmental surveys and agency consultations have been 

completed.   

PM2-129 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-46. 

 

  



 PM-337 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-338 Public Meetings 

PM2 – Public Meeting in Annville, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 PM-339 Public Meetings 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-340 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-341 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-342 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-343 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-344 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-345 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-346 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-347 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-348 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-349 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-350 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-351 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-352 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-353 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-354 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-1 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-355 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-356 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-2 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-357 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-358 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

PM3-3 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-359 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-360 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-4 Comment noted.  Transco’s safety record is discussed in section 4.12.2 

of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-361 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-362 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-5 FERC's responsibilities are described in section 1.2.1 of the EIS and are 

also referenced in the responses to comments PM1-1, PM1-46, PM1-77, 

and PM1-130.  See the response to comment PM2-34 regarding 

environmental compliance during construction and operation of 
pipelines.  Over the course of the project review, FERC has encouraged 

and provided numerous opportunities for public comment.  This 

included employing a second court reporter at the draft EIS comment 
meetings to allow people to record their comments with no time limit in 

a separate room.  A time limit was imposed on speakers attending the 

meeting in the larger room to ensure that all members of the public 
wishing to speak had an opportunity to do so in the time allotted for the 

meeting.  In addition to these forums, comment forms were available at 

the registration desk at each meeting for people to submit written 
comments.  Instructions regarding the use of the FERC e-library 

website, which allows the filing of electronic comments, were also 

distributed at the registration desk. 

  



 PM-363 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-6 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-364 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-365 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-7 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-366 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-8 Comment noted.  We believe that the mitigation measures described 

throughout section 4 of the EIS would effectively minimize the Project’s 

impacts on environmental resources. 

PM3-9 See the response to comment PM1-40. 

 

  



 PM-367 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

PM3-10 See the responses to comments PM1-32 and PM1-188. 

PM3-11 Comment noted. 

PM3-12 Section 4.11.1.2 of the EIS details the state and federal review process to 
which the compressor station air emissions associated with the Project 

would be subject, as well as air emission standards for criteria pollutants 

and hazardous air pollutants (HAP) to which the Project would be 
subject.  These air emission standards include the NAAQS, which were 

developed by the EPA as required by the Clean Air Act to protect public 

health (primary standards) and public welfare (secondary standards).  
Section 4.11.1.3 of the EIS details operational emissions from the 

compressor stations, including criteria pollutants, GHG emissions, and 

HAPs that would be generated by the compressor stations and includes 
an assessment of potential impacts associated with each compressor 

station.  See the response to comment FA1-135 regarding the potential 

health impacts of air emissions. 

PM3-13 See the response to comment PM1-8. 

 

  



 PM-368 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-14 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-369 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-15 Section 4.11.1.3 of the EIS details operational emissions from the 

Project, including criteria pollutants, GHG emissions, and HAPs.  The 
operational emissions include potential emissions from compressor 

stations, meter stations, and pipeline fugitive emissions.  The Project 

does not involve shale gas development; however, potential cumulative 
impacts associated with natural gas development are addressed in 

section 4.13.8.9 of the EIS.  See the response to comment FA1-135 

regarding the potential health impacts of air emissions.  See the response 
to comment FA1-36 regarding methane emissions. 

PM3-16 See the response to comment PM3-15 regarding shale gas development 

and air emissions associated with the Project. 

 

  



 PM-370 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-371 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-17 Comment noted. 

PM3-18 Section 35.41(b) of the Commission's regulations prohibits the 
submission of false or misleading information or the omission of 

material information in any communication with the Commission or a 

Commission-approved regional transmission organization (18 CFR 
35.41(b)).  In the event that the Commission determines that a violation 

of these regulations has occurred, a civil penalty may be issued pursuant 

to section 316A of the Federal Power Act (Title 16 United States Code 
section 825o-1).  Such penalty shall be assessed by the Commission, 

after notice and opportunity for public hearing, in accordance with the 

same provisions as are applicable under section 823b.  In determining 
the amount of a proposed penalty, the Commission shall take into 

consideration the seriousness of the violation and the efforts of such 

person to remedy the violation in a timely manner.  Also see the 
response to comment PM1-1. 

 

  



 PM-372 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-19 Comment noted. 

  



 PM-373 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-20 Comment noted.  Transco’s safety record is discussed in section 4.12.2 

of the EIS. 

PM3-21 Comment noted. 

PM3-22 Comment noted.  The DOT administers the national regulatory program 
to ensure the safe transportation of natural gas and other hazardous 

materials by pipeline, including qualification of pipe and pipe 

specifications.  Also see the responses to comments PM1-13 and 
PM1-50. 

 

  



 PM-374 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-23 See the response to comment PM1-130. 

 

  



 PM-375 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-24 See the response to comment PM1-9. 

PM3-25 See the response to comment PM1-113. 

 

  



 PM-376 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-26 See the responses to comments PM1-32 and PM1-40. 

PM3-27 See the response to comment PM1-6. 

 

  



 PM-377 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-28 Comment noted.  The mitigation measures Transco would implement to 

minimize impacts on vegetation, wildlife, and air quality are included in 
sections 4.5.5, 4.6.1.4, and 4.11.1.3 of the EIS. 

PM3-29 We did not receive any information to suggest that the air emissions 

associated with the Project’s compressor stations would result in off-site 
odor impacts.  The compressor stations to be constructed or modified 

would be subject to state odor regulations in Pennsylvania and Maryland 

as detailed in section 4.11.1.2 of the EIS.  Both of these regulations do 
not allow nuisance odors beyond the property boundary of the facility.  

Section 4.12 of the EIS provides additional information regarding 

natural gas odorization and odor masking/deodorization equipment to be 
installed for the Project. 

PM3-30 See the response to comment PM1-40. 

 

  



 PM-378 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-31 Comment noted. 

PM3-32 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also 
see the response to comment PM1-1. 

PM3-33 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-379 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-34 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also 

see the response to comment PM1-1. 

PM3-35 See the response to comment PM1-40.  The Project is subject to FERC's 

regulations and must undergo an extensive federal review.  In addition to 
FERC, Transco must obtain approvals from numerous other federal and 

state agencies.  A list of the permits for the Project is included in 

section 1.5 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-380 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

PM3-36 Comment noted.  Transco’s safety record is discussed in section 4.12.2 

of the EIS. 

PM3-37 Comment noted. 

PM3-38 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-381 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-39 We have included information about mine fires in section 4.1.5.7 of the 

final EIS.  In addition, we have included a recommendation that Transco 

provide a Mine Fire Investigation and Mitigation Plan that includes the 
results of its ongoing investigations to characterize the location of mine 

fires near the project area and the mitigation measures that would be 

implemented to protect the integrity of the pipeline from underground 
mine fires during operation of the pipeline.   

 

  



 PM-382 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-40 As described in section 4.1.7 of the EIS, additional investigations to 
assess abandoned mines are pending, and secondary investigations are 

necessary to further characterize potential mine-related features and 
identify site-specific mitigation measures.  We have included a 

recommendation that Transco provide a finalAbanoned Mine and 

Investigation Mitigation Plan that includes the results of all AML 
investigations, the results of secondary investigations to further 

characterize potential mine-related features, and site-specific mitigation 

and monitoring measures that Transco would implement when crossing 
AML lands, including measures to manage and dispose of contaminated 

groundwater. 

PM3-41 See the response to comment PM2-31. 

 

  



 PM-383 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-42 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-384 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 
PM3-43 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-385 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-44 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-386 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-387 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-388 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-45 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-389 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-46 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-390 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-47 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-391 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-392 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-48 See the responses to comments PM1-24, PM1-32, PM1-40, and 

PM1-111. 

 

  



 PM-393 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-394 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-49 See the response to comment PM1-9. 

 

  



 PM-395 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-50 The effects of climate change and the Project’s potential contribution to 

these effects are discussed in section 4.13.8.10 of the EIS.  Also see the 
response to comment PM1-51 regarding the Project’s purpose and need. 

 

 

 

 

PM3-51 Comment noted.  See the response to comment PM1-113. 

 

  



 PM-396 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

PM3-52 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-397 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-53 See the response to comment PM1-130. 

PM3-54 See the response to comment PM1-70. 

PM3-55 Any technical difficulties with FERC’s eLibrary site are due to site 

maintenance or an unusually high volume of comments received.  The 

issues are in no way intentional or designed to thwart the public’s access 
to the site. 

 

  



 PM-398 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-56 Comment noted. 

PM3-57 See the response to comment PM1-60. 

PM3-58 We have recommended that Transco incorporate the Kochan Preferred 
Alternative 1 alignment into the propose route.  See the revised text in 

section 3.3.2 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-399 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-59 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-400 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

PM3-60 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-401 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-402 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-61 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-403 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-404 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-62 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-405 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-406 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-407 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

PM3-63 Transco proposes to cross Fishing Creek using the dam-and-pump 
crossing method.  Section 2.3.2.2 of the EIS provides a description of 

this waterbody crossing method and the sediment and erosion control 

methods to be implemented.  As described in sections 4.3.1 and 4.3.2 of 
the EIS, no long-term impacts on groundwater or surface water 

resources are anticipated from construction and operation of the Project 

because disturbances would be temporary; erosion control measures 
would be implemented; streambanks, streambed contours, and natural 

ground contours would be restored as close as possible to 

preconstruction conditions; and the right-of-way would be revegetated.  
In addition, implementation of Transco’s ECP, Plan and Procedures, and 

Spill Plan, as well as our recommendations in sections 4.3.1 and 4.3.2, 

would minimize impacts from construction and operation of the Project 
on groundwater and surface water resources. 

PM3-64 A description of the mineral resources located within 0.25 mile of the 
Project is provided in section 4.1.4 of the EIS. 

PM3-65 We have recommended that Transco incorporate Route Deviation M-

0431 into the proposed route to avoid impacts on the residential 
development.  See the revised text in section 3.3.2 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-408 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-66 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-409 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-410 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-411 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-67 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-412 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-68 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also 
see the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

  



 PM-413 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-69 Section 4.8.4 of the EIS has been revised to include a recommendation 
that, prior to construction across the McCallum property, Transco file 

with the Secretary a plan to minimize impacts on the market garden and 

previously unidentified greenhouse structure. 

 

  



 PM-414 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-415 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-70 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also 

see the response to comment PM1-1. 

PM3-71 A description of the compressor station site-selection process is 

presented in section 3.4 of the EIS. 

 

  



 PM-416 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-72 Trained, local emergency first responders would be the first to respond 
to a pipeline-related incident and implement established emergency 

response plans.  In the event of an emergency, usually evidenced by a 
sudden loss of pressure, Transco’s gas control center would send a 

command signal to initiate the closure of the remote control valves along 

the pipeline system.  It is likely that the control valves would be closed 
prior to first responders responding to an incident.  Transco’s responders 

and company representatives would arrive to the scene of the incident 

shortly after the first responders.  In addition, Transco representatives 
have already met with emergency services departments in the counties 

that would be affected by the Project, would continue to meet annually 

with the departments in all of the counties along the proposed pipeline 
route, and would provide these departments with emergency numbers 

and emergency response plans.  

PM3-73 See the response to comment PM3-71. 

PM3-74 See the response to comment PM1-116. 

PM3-75 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-417 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-76 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-418 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-419 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

PM3-77 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-420 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-78 See section 1.3 of the EIS and the response to comment PM1-130. 

 

  



 PM-421 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

PM3-79 See the response to comment PM1-8. 

PM3-80 See the response to comment PM1-130. 

PM3-81 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-422 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-82 Property values and safety are discussed in sections 4.9.5 and 4.12, 

respectively. 

PM3-83 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also 
see the responses to comments PM1-1, PM1-32, PM1-143, and PM2-

126. 

 

  



 PM-423 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-424 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-84 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-425 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-85 The use of eminent domain is discussed in section 4.8.2 of the EIS.  Also 
see the response to comment PM1-1. 

PM3-86 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-426 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-87 See the response to comment PM1-46. 

 

  



 PM-427 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

PM3-88 We disagree.  Section 4.1.7 of the EIS describes the mitigation measures 
that would be implemented to minimize impacts on geologic resources. 

PM3-89 See the responses to comments PM1-23 and PM1-50. 

PM3-90 See the response to comment PM1-130. 

 

  



 PM-428 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-91 Comment noted. 

PM3-92 See the responses to comments PM1-70 and PM1-130. 

 

  



 PM-429 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-430 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-93 See the responses to comments PM1-116 and PM1-170. 

PM3-94 Comment noted.  In most cases, property owners would be able to use 

the permanent right-of-way as they did before construction as long as the 

use does not conflict with project operation and the terms of the 
landowner’s negotiated easement agreement.  Section 4.9.5 of the EIS 

discusses property values.  Also see the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

  



 PM-431 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-95 See the response to comment PM1-9. 

 

  



 PM-432 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-96 See the response to comment PM3-39. 

 

  



 PM-433 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-97 We review and consider the comments received during the scoping 

process and the draft EIS comment period during preparation of the draft 

EIS analysis and the revised analysis in the final EIS.  A list of 
environmental concerns identified during the scoping process and the 

draft EIS comment period is provided in table 1.3-1 along with the 

section of the EIS in which each issue/concern is addressed.  In addition, 
responses to written comments received on the draft EIS are provided in 

Volume III of the final EIS). 

PM3-98 See the response to comment PM3-96. 

 

  



 PM-434 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-435 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

y 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-436 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-99 See the response to comment P3-97. 

 

  



 PM-437 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-100 Workspace includes any area directly affected by construction of the 

Project including the pipeline construction right-of-way, additional 

temporary workspaces, contractor yards, staging areas, aboveground 
facilities, and access roads.  As discussed in section 4.7.3.4 of the EIS, 

Transco plans to mitigate the impacts on state-listed plants by 
transplanting all individual listed plant species within the proposed 

workspace into similar suitable habitat that would not be affected by the 

Project.  The two state listed species that were found during surveys and 
would likely be transplanted are the Puttyroot (Aplectrum hyemale) and 

Cranefly orchid (Tipularia discolor).  The PADCNR concurred with the 

assessment of impacts on and the mitigation plan for state-listed plant 
species.   

Environmental Inspectors would be on site during construction of the 

Project to ensure that the Project is being constructed in compliance with 
the mitigation measures and regulatory requirements.  Additionally, 

Transco has committed to funding a FERC third-party compliance 

monitoring program during the construction phase of the Project. 

 

  



 PM-438 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-101 See the responses to comments PM1-53 and PM1-183. 

 

  



 PM-439 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-102 CEQ regulations require the Commission to include connected actions, 

cumulative actions, and similar actions in its NEPA analyses.  An 

agency impermissibly ‘segments’ NEPA review when it divides 

connected, cumulative, or similar federal actions into separate projects 
and thereby fails to address the true scope and impact of the activities 

that should be under consideration.  Connected actions include actions 

that:  (a) automatically trigger other actions, which may require an EIS; 
(b) cannot or will not proceed without previous or simultaneous actions; 

and/or (c) are interdependent parts of a larger action and depend on the 

larger action for their justification. 

 

  



 PM-440 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-103 Comment noted.  See the responses to comments PM1-1 and PM1-113. 

 

  



 PM-441 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-442 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-104 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-443 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-444 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-105 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-445 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-106 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-446 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-107 See the response to comment PM3-96. 

 

  



 PM-447 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-448 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-449 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-450 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-451 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-452 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-453 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-454 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM3-108 See the response to comment PM1-1. 

 

  



 PM-455 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PM3-109 Comment noted. 

 

  



 PM-456 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-457 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-458 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 PM-459 Public Meetings 

PM3 – Public Meeting in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania (cont’d) 
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